Its story opens with the destruction of the Temple, which is announced by God to Jeremiah. At God's orders, Jeremiah buries the Temple vessels beneath the Temple, where they are to remain until the coming of the Messiah. He also enquires what is to be done with the slave Abimelech (Ebedmelech of Jer. 38, and one Armenian recension) and is instructed to send him to Agrippa's vineyard where he would be hidden until the return from exile. Jeremiah was to go with the exiles of Babylon (cf. Jer. 43 …), while Baruch was to remain in Jerusalem.1
The PJ is extant in two Greek recensions, an Ethiopic version that is also called "4 Baruch," two Slavonic translations, and three different Armenian recensions.2 The PJ was composed in the second century CE. It is not clear whether the Greek text was already translated into Ethiopic during the earliest translation movement in the fourth to seventh centuries CE or in later times.
In the Ethiopic tradition, the PJ usually comes last in the so-called Jeremiah Cycle. The Jeremiah Cycle begins with the canonical book of Jeremiah, which is either followed by the Book of Baruch (1Baruch) Since then, scholars have identified approximately fifty new manuscripts containing all or parts of the text of the Jeremiah Cycle. Most of these manuscripts date from the seventeenth to the twentieth centuries, but a considerable number of more recent discoveries date to the fifteenth or sixteenth century. In 1987, P. Piovanelli delivered a M.A. thesis at the University of Florence, which had as its subject also a critical edition of the Ethiopic PJ. 8 Piovanelli had two of the manuscripts that transmit the Early Text (Table 1) at his disposal (Collegeville, EMML 25, fols. 64v-73r, and EMML 2082, fols. 36v-41v). He used nearly all the remaining manuscripts listed in Tables 2-4 below, and about ten additional manuscripts from the seventeenth to twentieth centuries. Piovanelli's edition is a very careful prepared critical text, accompanied by a reprint of the Greek as prepared by Harris, wherein the Greek-Ethiopic alignments are underlined, and with textual notes. Unfortunately, Piovanelli's thesis was never published.
